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July 1 Canada Day

Historic Markerville!

July 21 Doll Sisters Concert

The tradition of books, not only
having them, but reading and
learning from them, sharing them
and writing them has carried on,
especially in Iceland. Thus the
Reykjavik International Literary Festival April 24 – 27 has 30
international authors taking part in interviews, promoting new books,
new translations of stories, sagas, poetry and even including a special
children's program on one of the days.
SGSIS acquiring an old historic library on our property is in keeping
with our heritage. Could this be a new
challenge to read, write, learn, discuss
through creating a book club, setting up a
“Little Free Library” which could be
registered and placed on a world map of
free libraries, story telling on special events,
and specifically display Icelandic literature,
perhaps even learn how to read it?!

Thank you
•
•

June 15 Icelandic Picnic

History keeps showing up in

The Creamery courtyard has a new addition. The Icelandic Library,
IÐUNN ( pronounced ITHUNN) ) has come back to Markerville after
65 years of being cared for by the Johnston family on their farm.
IÐUNN had its beginnings with a Iðunn Reading Society back in 1894
in the Tindastoll Post Office. In keeping with the Icelandic way of life,
Library Day was held once a week and over time, it became necessary
to have its own building. In 1907, the library was moved to
Markerville and housed in a small, whitewashed building. Monday
was the day set aside to gather at
the library to read and discuss
“good books.”

•

Summer Events

Johnston family, for your generous
donation
to the movers who returned Iðunn to
Markerville safe and sound
to those that donated toward the cost of
moving and restoration.
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July 27 Taste of Markerville
August 11 Cream Day and
Show ‘n Shine
August 25 Vissia in Concert
September 2 Creamery Closes
Community Potluck Dinners
are the last Sunday of the
month at Fensala Hall

Did You Know . . . ?
In 2008 the Johnston
Family were awarded a
Heritage Recognition
Award for their efforts to
preserve and maintain the
“Markerville Icelandic
Library”.

President’s Message—Tom
Greetings. Another season at the Creamery has begun. Thank you to our new
and returning board members for joining or rejoining SGSIS. Thank you to
Brooke and the Creamery staff as they embark on another successful year. To
all those who come to enjoy some time at Historic Markerville, WELCOME!
SGSIS has been in existence for some 45 years and relies almost entirely on the
dedicated work of our volunteers. We are indebted to each and every one of
them for the success of our events throughout the year.
Thank you to everyone who attended and helped out to make our yearly
Pancake Breakfast another success. This year we had an especially good crowd
as the Markerville School Reunion came early to enjoy breakfast with us.

School tour visitors make
butter (above) and
enjoy ice cream (below)

A short update on the Buttermaker House: we have preliminary drawings
prepared by Cailyn Jackson who is a great granddaughter of WH (Bill) and
Edith Jackson. We have met with Sandy Aumonier from Historic Resources
and have received strong encouragement to proceed with restoration that will
lead to as many options as possible for future use of the building by the public
and the Society. We have started gathering prices from various contractors so
we can establish a budget for fundraising and set a course for the restoration.
Finally, thank you again to everyone who helps Historic
Markerville in one way or another so it can operate
successfully every year.

Manager’s Message
—Brooke
I always feel the spring season is renewing and
invigorating. At the Creamery, this has been
proven with the renewal of the Kaffistofa seating
area. The hardwood flooring has been sanded
and refinished, benches removed and smaller,
round tables put into place, shelves updated and a new coat of paint
brightened and opened the small room. Thank you to John McKechnie
for his vision and hard work to see the renewal to completion and to
the Cookie Walk committee for their contribution to make the renewal
possible.
Early in May, the Bowden inmates arrived to renew the Creamery
exterior with a fresh coat of paint, trim the shrubs at the Buttermaker
House and clean the Church windows inside and out.
The museum has seen renewal with an update to our aging photos and
text panels. The Society’s Recognition of Achievements wall has been
created and is on display in the foyer. The museum’s summer exhibit,
W.H. Jackson, is a tribute to a local, well known family and an
important part of our history.
Adele and John McKechnie
take a renewing coffee break
during Kaffistofa updates
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As we head into summer, we’re excited to host our annual events. First
up is Icelandic National Day celebrations with the Sons of Fenrir,
followed by Canada Day, Taste of Markerville, summer Church
concerts, Cream Day and Show ’n Shine. Join our Facebook friends
and “like” Historic Markerville to stay up to date on all the fun filled
and exciting news and events this summer.
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Calling All
Bakers
Vinarterta 101

2019—2020 Board of Directors

Join the Vonin Icelandic
Ladies Aid on Friday,
July 12 at 9:30 AM at
Fensala Hall for a
Vinarterta workshop.
Learn how to make the
Icelandic layered prune
cake and keep the
tradition alive. Flatbread
will also be made.

Dianne Lebsack, Fred Andersen, Marilyn Mann, John McKechnie,
d’Arcy Gamble, Adele McKechnie, Joy Lutz, Tom Sveinson.
Missing are Trevor Christian and Carol Lawson.

45th Annual General Meeting
Sixty people gathered in Fensala Hall for a Volunteer Appreciation
dinner prior to the Annual Meeting of the Society on February 21.
President Tom Sveinson opened the meeting by thanking the
volunteers. The financial review was presented by Nicholas Mah of
Mah O’Neill Chartered Accountants of Innisfail. The 2019—2020
budget was approved. Nominations were presented and one new
member was elected to the Board
of Directors. Special recognition
was given to Joerg Hannes,
retiring board member, and to
Brooke Henrikson for her work
managing the daily operations of
the museum and other historic
buildings. Reports on the
Museum, Tindastoll Cemetery,
Fensala Hall, Markerville Church
and the Buttermaker House were
included in the AGM handout
package. Storyteller Karen
Gummo from Calgary shared the
story of her great grandmother’s
Past president d’Arcy Gamble thanks
immigration journey from
Karen Gummo for her presentation
Iceland to Canada.
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For more information call
Dorothy Murray at
403 350 1372.

Did You Know . . . ?
Vonin was formed on
November 26, 1891, in
Calgary by a group of
Icelandic women. By 1896,
these women and their
families had moved to
homesteads in the
Markerville area, and Vonin
continued here. Vonin
(meaning hope in Icelandic)
will celebrate their 130th
anniversary in 2021!

2018—2019 Concert Series
CD for Sale
Alberta Landscapes
features music by worldrenowned composer Atli
Heimir Sveinsson and
lyrics based on the
poems of Stephan G
Stephansson including
“At Close of Day” and
“Heart and Mind”.
Keep forever your heart
and mind from aging
Be the friend of
twilight’s glowing
Son to morning’s
brilliant showing
S G Stephansson, 1891

Available at the Kaffistofa
Gift Shop for $15 (plus
shipping and handling if
required)

Fridays at Fensala Hall enjoyed
another successful season! This
was the third season for this
fundraising activity. Some fun
facts: over the three seasons we
•
•
•

hosted 12 concerts with
entertainers from Alberta,
Saskatchewan and Manitoba
sold 850 tickets and
generated a net profit of
$15,923.10 including financial
support received from the Red
Deer County Division 5 and
The Alberta Foundation for the
Arts.

It should also be noted that the
performers donate door prizes and
several have donated back a
portion from the sale of
merchandise. Thank you to the
entertainers and all our
supporters!
A special thanks to everyone who
helped in any way to make these
events such a success by cooking or
baking, advertising, selling tickets,
helping with set up and clean up,
billeting performers, donating door
prizes, the sound man, the lighting
tech, the bartenders. THANKS!

Friday at Fensala Hall
On Friday, March 15, 2019,
100 Mile House, a husband
and wife duo from
Edmonton, played to a full
house in Fensala Hall.
Winners of the Edmonton
Folk Music Festival
Emerging Artists Award and
the 2016 All-Albertan Song
Contest, 100 Mile House
have shared their unique
brand of transatlantic folk at
some of Canada’s biggest
festivals. For those of you
who follow the music festivals in Alberta you may have seen them
perform at the Calgary, Edmonton or Canmore Folk Festivals. Singer
songwriters Peter Stone and Denise MacKay charmed the audience with
their touching stories and beautiful harmonies all delivered with a touch
of humour. It was a great way to end the season!
Opening the show was the
Foothills Centennial
Fiddlers. This group of
musicians have been playing
together for the past 14 years.
They hale from Red Deer to
Airdrie and they come
together on a regular basis to
share their love of music. We
were pleased that were
willing to come and share
their music with us.
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Doll Sisters

Vissia
Sunday
August 25

Sunday July 21
2:30 PM

Summer Concerts at Markerville Church
COME

for the music

STAY

for ice cream!

Skilled multi-instrumentalists

Fierce energy

Unbridled vocals

Rootsie sensibilities

Stellar songwriting

Lyrically driven indie-pop

Electrifying!

Tickets—$15, available at Markerville Creamery, online at
HistoricMarkerville.com/store or from any Church committee member

Icelandic Picnic—It’s not just for Icelanders!

5

Historicmarkerville.com

What’s New in
the Museum?
We are extremely happy to unveil
our Jackson exhibit this summer.
William H. Jackson was a
buttermaker at the Creamery when
Dan Morkeberg built him a home
across the road in 1913. Mr. Jackson
led a very interesting life and
became one of Central Alberta’s
community builders. Thank you to
the Jackson Family for sharing his
journey with us.

Who Is That Girl?
You may have noticed some
new faces in the Kaffistofa so
let’s get to know them a little
more.
Shelby Job returns for her
second summer as lead
interpreter. Shelby, a local
resident, is in her second year
of her education degree at Red
Deer College. Shelby’s spare
time is spent with her horse,
Dude.
Sloane McBride lives in
Innisfail and is studying
Communications at Red Deer
College. Sloane likes to read
books and visit with friends
and family.
Mya Little is working towards
her degree in Environmental
Sciences at University of
Victoria. Mya lives in
Ridgewood and enjoys caring
for the animals on their farm.

Lakeisha Robertson will be
our Hola School teacher and
museum assistant. Lakeisha
has completed her education
degree and will be teaching
come September. Lakeisha
enjoys Sunday drives through
the country.
Liza van der Gun returns
and will graduate from Notre
Dame High School this year. A
member of our local 4H, Liza
will be studying Agriculture at
Olds College.

We would like to
acknowledge and thank the
Federal and Provincial
governments for their
continued seasonal staff
funding through Young
Canada Works, Canada
Summer Jobs & S.T.E.P.

Edith,
Wesley,
William
Jackson
Innisfail
1915

Proudly displayed in the museum
entrance foyer are the Stephan G.
Stephansson Icelandic Society’s
awards and recognitions. The
Society is 45 years strong and
remains fully committed to their
mission to preserve history.

Left to right: Sloane, Mya, Shelby, Lakeisha. Missing: Liza
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Celebrating Our Volunteers
We are so grateful for all of our community members
near and far who help Historic Markerville. As we
celebrate the opening of this summer’s season we
especially appreciate all those who have helped in the
past and look forward to seeing familiar faces. If you
have not volunteered with us, consider finding a
friend or neighbour and coming out for one of our
events. Call Joy at 403 550 9449 or contact the
Creamery office to find out how you can get involved.

Taste of Markerville
July 27, 2019
Planning is well underway for the
seventh annual Taste of
Markerville. We are delighted to be
working with a talented Long
Table chef team including
returning members:

Sponsor and partner support is
essential to Taste’s success. We are
pleased to confirm the financial
support of

Ways to get involved:

•Susan Entz, chef / manager of the

Danish Canadian National
Museum

•Jenna Schmidek, pastry chef at Le

Fournil Bakery, Canmore

•Hannah Hendrickson, chef at

Innisfail Golf Club

•Nan Dell, Chickadee Epicurean

with a number of additional
potential donors still to be
confirmed, including our farm
partners.

New to the project this year is Elycia
Ross, head chef at Lil Truck on the
Prairie. The team are working on a
fresh * tasty * local menu featuring
a global theme that is guaranteed to
impress!
‘Appy Hour celebrates local craft
beverages and will showcase an
array of tasty products to savour
with locally sourced appetizers, all
served by community volunteers.

•

Mark your calendar
and plan to join us

•

Like us on facebook
and Instagram

•

Consider
volunteering. Big
help, little help,
strong help, wise
help, any help you
can offer is welcome!
Call Joy at
403 550 9449

•

Support our
sponsors and
partners
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Events
2019
2019 Events

June 15

Icelandic National Day

July 1

Canada Day

July 21

Doll Sisters in Concert at Markerville Church

July 27

Taste of Markerville

August 11

Cream Day and Show ’n Shine

August 25

Vissia in Concert at Markerville Church

September 2

Creamery Museum Closing Day

November 8—10

Christmas in Markerville

December 12

Christmas Social at Fensala Hall

December 24

Christmas Eve Service at Markerville Church
Community Potluck Suppers are the
last Sunday of every month at Fensala Hall

SGSIS owns and operates Historic Markerville
Newsletter Acknowledgements

•

Historic Markerville Creamery Museum

•

Fensala Hall

Compilation: Kathleen Raines

•

Tindastoll Cemetery

Editing:
Bernice Andersen, Donna Nelson

•

Markerville Church

•

the Buttermaker House and

•

Iðunn Icelandic Library in support of our mission:

Contributors:
Bernice Andersen, Brooke
Henrikson, Marlene Linneberg,
Joy Lutz, Donna Nelson,
Kathleen Raines, Tom Sveinson
Distribution:
Bonnie and Wanda Olson

Honouring the legacy of Markerville’s Icelandic pioneers
in building a vibrant rural community and
enriching the cultural tapestry of Alberta and Canada.

Contact us at:
E: admin@historicmarkerville.com
P: 403 728 3006 / 877 728 3007
M: 114 Creamery Way, Markerville
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