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Cookie Bakers—
Start Your Ovens!

New cookie walk ad

Important information for cookie bakers:
• Pack in boxes, not plastic bags
• Label containers with type and number of cookies, “contains nuts” if
appropriate
• No soft sticky icing please
• Favourite cookies are decorated / shortbread / gingerbread
• When dropping off your cookies, please provide your name, phone number and
total number of cookies
Cookie delivery can be made:
• at the Creamery during Coffee Club any Tuesday or Saturday between 10 and
11 AM
• at Fensala Hall Monday, November 9 or Tuesday, November 10 between 10
AM and 3 PM
If you are available to assist with the pre-packaging of cookies, please
contact Johanna at 403-755-6356.
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Summer 2020

Manager’s Message
Summer season 2020 was challenging and exciting!
We decided to open for the season starting off with
weekends only which progressed into five days a
week in July following the Stage 2 Relaunch plan.
COVID cleaning regulations were stringent and may
have resulted in artifact damage, so we decided to
keep the Creamery Museum closed.

Staff members Liza, Shelby, Leah (front), Myah
and Kalika welcomed visitors with smiles

Albertans chose to explore their backyard which
brought many new faces to Markerville. They were
treated to their favourite ice cream or experienced a
country style menu in a beautiful, quiet country
setting. We received many online 5-star reviews and
appreciation from the local community as their
gathering place to visit with friends.
Staff 2020 was comprised of returning staff members,
Shelby Job, Liza Van Der Gunn, Myah McBride, Leah
Johns and Kalika Thibideau. Shelby became famous
for her butter crust homemade pies. Liza and Myah
performed an artifact inventory and kept the
Kaffistofa in tip top condition serving up fresh dishes
in a safe environment. Kalika and Leah were frontline
providing excellent customer service and support to
our visitors. Leah edited our Oral Histories project
videos to ensure their completion for display next
summer.

The cold spring weather did not deter the
Christiansen family (Lorissa, Eli, Tyler and
Landon) from making their regular trek to
Historic Markerville for ice cream

Sloane McBride volunteered her talents and time
producing and editing our guided tour series and
colouring some historic photos. Our guided tour
series can be viewed on our Facebook page.
Special thanks to Canada Summer Jobs and Young
Canada Works for their flexibility and support of staff
wages during COVID-19, and the Department of
Canadian Heritage for the COVID Emergency Museum
Assistance Program for operations support of
$26,000.

Brooke Henrikson
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President’s Message
Greetings!
We have survived another year. COVID-19 dealt everyone, everywhere a difficult hand. Businesses
large and small have struggled to manage their financial obligations.
This year, SGSIS has been the very fortunate recipient of many generous donations that have allowed
it to meet its cash flow obligations. During the spring and summer ice cream sales exceeded our
expectations which also gave the Society’s bottom line a noticeable boost.
A modified Cookie Walk will take place. Please
make sure to wear your favourite COVID mask.
The Buttermaker’s House project is about to start.
At the time of this writing, the building mover is
looking to place us in their schedule within the
next few weeks and the concrete contractor is
ready to begin as soon as the house is moved.
Finally, SGSIS has been in existence for some 46
years and has survived trying financial times in
the past. We cannot say thank you enough to
everyone who helps Historic Markerville in one
way or another. We look forward to many more
successful years ahead.
Be safe and stay healthy,

Tom Sveinson

Getting ready—John McKechnie and
Jacob Branson remove the caragana hedge
and porch at the Buttermaker’s House
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Donations under $1,000

Donations over $10,000

•Joyce & Gerry Johannson

•Brent Jackson—Jackson’s Pharmasave

•Larry Heth

(Buttermaker’s House Phase 2)

•Blair Budvarson

Donations over $1,000

•Mike Connors
•Frank Sigurdson

•Icelandic Roots, North Dakota

•Bev & Barry Budvarson

•Leif Eiriksson Icelandic Club of Calgary

•Carol Lawson’s Facebook Birthday

event
•Brooke Henrikson
•d’Arcy Gamble (Buttermaker’s House)

•Brent Jackson—Jackson’s Pharmasave

(Buttermaker’s House blueprints)

Friends to
Remember

Wine Survivor Raffle
A fundraiser in support of Historic Markerville
and the Buttermaker’s House Restoration

Carol Briggs, age 70, passed
away May 24
Ken Stephanson, age 73,
passed away July 18

Wayne Lewis, age 69, passed
away September 25
•
•
•
•
•

Register your team of five from November 13 - December
4th. Entry deadline is Friday December 4th
Raffle elimination draws will take place from December 7-11
Chance to win up to 250 bottles of wine!
AGLC #566610
Further information coming shortly.
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Markerville Miss Fits Win
Icelandic Roots Footprints Challenge
Our team of twenty one women chose “Markerville Miss Fits” as our name for a fitness fun
challenge. Could we walk around Iceland, on the ring road, a distance of 825 miles? Over the
8 weeks, we individually tracked and compiled our footprints and turned them into virtual
miles. We made it around Iceland 5.8 times! Of the 22 teams registered we came out on top.
It was fun, increased our fitness and gave us a new focus during this stressful time of COVID19. This was a charity fundraiser for Icelandic Roots, an American online
genealogy database for both Icelanders and people of Icelandic descent
from all over the world. Our team did not take part in the actual fundraising, but we all joined Icelandic Roots*, $25 per person. About half of our
team are Stephan G. Stephansson Icelandic Society members, some have
Icelandic heritage, friends of friends, a bunch of Miss Fits getting fit! On a
beautiful fall day, we celebrated our win with a fun garden coffee party and
awarded the unexpected prizes sent by Icelandic Roots. Thank you,
Icelandic Roots and Sunna Furstenau, a North Dakota Icelander, for the
much appreciated donation to Historic Markerville of $1000 US.
Icelandic Roots
*For more information
prizes for all
on Icelandic genealogical, historical or cultural information or how
to register and find your ancestors go to
www.IcelandicRoots .com.

Miss Fits at the wind up—Back (L—R): Adele
McKechnie, Janet Lutz, Marie Sveinson, Barb
Deschenes, Cathy Perry, Bernice Andersen
(Team Leader) . Front: d’Arcy Gamble (Online
Admin), Laurel Corbiere, Donna Nelson, Kelly
Rude
13-year old Saxony Barabonoff was the youngest team
member and the second youngest overall. Her Amma is
Donna Nelson
Barb Deschenes accumulated the most steps on the team
and was third overall
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Financial Report
Continuing to provide clarity to our members, please review our financial statements below.
We encourage members to reach out with their questions and they will be directed to the appropriate board member. With our reduced schedule and some of our larger events being cancelled, we
are significantly under our budget projections for revenue and expenses. We actually surpassed
2019 ice cream sales in 2020.
In July, we successfully applied for and received the COVID Emergency Revolving Loan
which is being used for general operating costs. We need to repay $30,000 and get to keep $10,000.
The Board felt this interest-free loan was worth taking advantage of.
Respectfully submitted by Cathy Perry, Treasurer
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Cook Family Scholarship
Winner Announced
Avery Burgar, daughter of Kerry and Petrea Burgar of Sylvan Lake, recently caught the eyes of
the Cook Family Scholarship Selection Committee with her essay “Markerville, Alberta: A Town Frozen
in Time”. Avery concisely and accurately framed the history of Markerville and its Icelandic heritage in
an excellent, well-researched and cited composition.
Avery concluded her essay by writing “History defines us all. It encompasses our past, and
history gives us all a story to tell. The history of Markerville tells the story about the fateful Icelanders
who created such a close knit and timeless community . . . The history of the hamlet has long withstood
every hardship in its path to create a feeling of togetherness and remembrance. Frankly, history is
what puts Markerville on the map.”
Avery’s essay is now catalogued with others written
since 2009 by graduating students whose parents are members
of the Stephan G Stephansson Icelandic Society. The essays all
discuss the past or current contributions of Markerville’s
Icelandic heritage to Markerville and surrounding communities,
or the contribution of the SGSIS to the hamlet of Markerville.
This collection represents scholarship winners who have had
their education supported and supplemented with the $1500
contribution of Barry and Vivian Cook of Vancouver. Students
must be enrolled in a publicly funded post-secondary institution
in a full time degree or diploma program of at least two years in
length to be eligible.
A recent graduate of Hunting Hills High School in Red
Deer, Avery is now enrolled in a five year Bachelor of Science
degree program at Brandon University. Her athletic scholarship
with the Brandon Bobcats Volleyball team and focus on biod’Arcy Gamble and Marilyn Mann
medical studies leave her little time to revisit past interests in
present the 2020 Cook Scholarship
competitive swimming, baseball and basketball. Avery reto Avery Burgar
ports that she is enjoying her first year in Brandon where the
small town atmosphere of the city is comfortable and new
friends and experiences are enriching her life.
Proud grandparents Margie and Gerald
Miller joined mom Petrea and committee
members d’Arcy Gamble, Larry Kjearsgaard and
Marilyn Mann to acknowledge Avery’s achievement with a physically distanced presentation in
Markerville in July. The Cook Family Scholarship
Committee warmly congratulates Avery while
wishing her continued success in her pursuits.
d’Arcy Gamble, Margie Miller, Petrea Burgar,
Gerald Miller and Scholarship winner Avery
Burgar enjoy an ice cream following the
presentation
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Shop Local, Shop
Markerville
Historic
2019
Events
this Christmas

Favourite Recipes Cookbook $30
INLNA 2021 Calendar

Available at the Cookie Walk or online
at HistoricMarkerville.com/store
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SGSIS owns and operates Historic Markerville
•

Historic Markerville Creamery Museum

•

Fensala Hall

•

Tindastoll Cemetery

•

Markerville Church

•

the Buttermaker’s House and

•

Iðunn Icelandic Library in support of our mission:

Honouring the legacy of Markerville’s Icelandic pioneers
in building a vibrant rural community and
enriching the cultural tapestry of Alberta and Canada.
Contact us at:
E: admin@historicmarkerville.com
P: 403.728.3006 / 877.728.3007
M: 114 Creamery Way, Markerville
T0M 1M0
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