A community of believers, proclaiming Christ's truth and practicing Christ's love!

Grapevine

"Yet you are ready to kill me, because you have no room for my
word." (Jesus, in John 8:37, New International Version)
I read this verse in my devotions the other day. It really hit me. What a tragic thing to hear from the
Saviour's lips, that someone has no room for His Word.
I then asked Him to forgive me for having so little room in my heart for His Word. He graciously forgave,
as He always does! Praise His Name!
Especially as the summer holiday season is almost upon us, let us all "make more room" in our hearts
and lives for the saving Word of Christ.
Let us all take our Bibles with us, and let us all plan to attend worship as we travel this summer. The
world, our sinful nature, and the devil never take a vacation!
In the service of Christ,
Pastor Russ

July 22 to 26
9:00 to noon
Please contact Karen MacKenzie
(403-588-3002) to sign up to volunteer.

July Worship - 10 am
July 1
Spruce View Hall
7:30 PM to 9:30 PM
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July 1
Canada Day Parade and Barn Dance
July 22 to 26
Vacation Bible School
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July Bible Reading
DATE

✔

CHAPTER

Romans
1

15

2

16

Ephesians
3

1

4

2

5

3

6

Reflection

7

Reflection

8

4

9

5

10

6

Philippians
11

1

12

2

13

Reflection

14

Reflection

15

3

16

4

Colossians
17

1

18

2

19

3

20

Reflection

21

Reflection

22

4

Philemon
23

1

Luke
24

1

25

2

26

3

27

Reflection

28

Reflection

29

4

30

5

31

6

…set your heart on what is in heaven, where
Christ rules at God’s right side. Think about what
is up there, not about what is here on earth.
COLOSSIANS 3:1-2
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Stephen Ministries
When someone you know is in need of care...
Stephen Ministers are here!

What are the needs with which Stephen Ministry can
help?
We help those who are:
Hospitalized or experiencing a long-term illness or
disability
Experiencing the loss of a loved one
In a job crisis
Discouraged or in a spiritual crisis

Hurting? Would you like to have someone in your life
who really cares?
Stephen Ministers Care
Stephen Ministry is grounded in Jesus’ command to love
one another. Through one-to-one caring relationships,
those who are hurting receive the love and care they need
to support them.
Is life more than you can handle alone right now?
Are your health, your attitude, or your relationships suffering?
Are you adjusting to a new job, change in marital status, a serious illness, the death of a loved one, or a
recent move?

Experiencing a life crisis such as separation, divorce,
empty nest or retirement
Relocation
Aging or moving to a care facility
How exactly does the referral system work?
A person - either you, a relative, or friend is hurting and in
need of Christian care.
The Stephen Ministry Pastor or Stephen Ministry Leader
learns about this need for care from a friend, or from the
person in need of care and only after the person in need
has granted permission.
The Stephen Ministry Leader meets with the person to talk
about Stephen Ministry.

Would you like to have someone in your life who really
cares?

With permission, the Referral Coordinator assigns a Stephen Minister to meet on a weekly basis with that person.

Everyone goes through difficult times. Having someone
to care, to listen, and to share God’s love with you
can help you get through the confusion, stress, or
loneliness you may be experiencing.

The Stephen Minister provides distinctively Christian and
strictly confidential care.

What is Stephen Ministry?
Stephen Ministers are trained to assist the clergy in the
care and nurturing of a congregation. A Stephen Minister
will call on you on a pre-determined regular, weekly basis to
be a listening, caring friend. We offer distinctively Christian
care to those in need.
A Stephen Minister is …
A child of God who walks beside a person who is hurting.
A caring, Christian friend who takes the time to really listen
and not judge.
A lay person who has received over 50 hours of training in
how to provide distinctively Christian care in a completely
confidential manner.
What Stephen Ministry Is NOT…
A counselor or therapist
A problem-solver
A casual visitor

Stephen Ministers are called to be Caregivers.
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ.
~Galatians 6:2
Encourage the faint hearted, help the weak, be patient with
all of them.
~I Thessalonians 5:14
GOD is the Cure-giver.
Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you.
~Psalm 55:22
Come to me, all you that are weary and carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.
~Matthew 11:28
King of Kings Lutheran Church has joined over 12,000
other congregations as a member of the nationallyacclaimed Stephen Ministry program, based in St. Louis,
MO. This unique ministry trains lay members to be caregivers who listen, encourage, pray, keep confidence, support
and walk beside a hurting person.
~“Christ Caring For People Through People”
Consider allowing a Stephen Minister to walk with you
on your journey to wholeness. Call on someone who
cares.
Would you like a Stephen Minister or know of someone
who needs a Stephen Minister
please contact Pastor Russ or Linda Herron
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LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Whenever the topic of stewardship and giving comes up, the conversation inevitably turns to
the question: “How much should I give?” Answers will vary because the motive behind such
questions also vary.
Sometimes the motive behind asking this question is for self-justification. Even though, as
Lutherans, we know we are not saved by our works but by grace through faith because of
Jesus’ substitutionary atonement, the natural religion of fallen man is to earn God’s favor by
what we do.
Take, for example, the response of our Lord to the rich young ruler who asked, “What must I do
to inherit eternal life?” Jesus first tells him to keep the commandments. The rich young ruler
responds by indicating that all this he has kept from his youth. But Jesus tells him that he lacks
one thing: He must sell all he has and give it to the poor and then follow Him.
This rich young ruler went away sad because he was quite wealthy and could not part with his possessions. Here we see that those who
seek to justify themselves by their giving will hear a response that intensifies the duty that God places upon them. Indeed, they will hear a
response that makes it impossible to win God’s favor by their works.
But to those who genuinely desire to know their duty as Christians in the arena of giving, we look to the Bible for our answer. We believe
the Bible is the Word of God. And we know that the Word of God has been “breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17).
So, we begin to answer the question, “What should I give?” with the question, “What does the Bible say about how much we should give
and to whom?”
The Old Testament is explicit. The expectation is that the people of God would give a tithe – 10 percent – of the first fruits of their labor to
support the full-time ministry of the Levites. This is what the Lord gave Moses to teach the people:
“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord your God, in the place that
he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn
of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always.
“And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your God blesses you, because the
place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to set his name there, then you shall turn it into money and bind up
the money in your hand and go to the place that the Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire –
oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves.
“And you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household. And you shall not neglect the Levite who
is within your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with you.
“At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up within your towns.
And the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who are
within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that you
do.” (Deut. 14:22–29)
This principle of tithing is carried over into the New Testament, though not explicitly by calling it a tithe. St. Paul teaches the Church at
Corinth the following:
We are to give to the church regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first
fruits (1 Cor. 16:1–2; Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor.
9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). And all of this is because the “Lord has ordained that those who preach the Gospel should make their living
by the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14), just as the Levites did.
This is our New Testament standard. Since Christ became poor for us in order to make us rich in Him – blessing us with the riches of
heaven – so we have also been so blessed to follow the example of our Lord and Savior and give of ourselves and the work of our hands
to bless others with the same.
If we have been lax in this, let us, like our Lord, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross and scorned its shame, likewise begin to
work toward this goal of regular giving of a generous proportion of the first fruits of God’s giving to us.
And let us do so not begrudgingly, but for the joy set before us – with a spirit of eagerness, cheerfulness, and love – to share the
blessings of God with those placed into our care.
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The magazine, Tapestry, for women of Lutheran Church-Canada and
their friends is published quarterly by Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League–Canada (LWMLC). In it you will find stories from the mission field (both information about the work and stories
from women who work in the field), personal faith journeys revealing
women’s hopes, struggles, fears and celebrations, as well as studies to
help you dig into God’s Word, either individually or in small groups. And
you will find more as you explore the sample magazine below.
Tapestry’s stated purpose is to “weave women together in Christ.” In so
doing it strives to support readers as they grow in God’s Word, serve
God’s people and share God’s Son. Tapestry can also serve you in
sharing the good news of Jesus with others as you tell others about the
magazine’s content, perhaps even giving them a subscription as a gift.

ANOTHER AWARD FOR TAPESTRY
At the Canadian Church Press conference in early May Tapestry won an Honorable Mention in the
Theological Reflection category for “Pray with Perseverance” written by Assistant Editor Jill Munoz.
The judge of this category said, “The story of Monica’s perseverance in prayer is perhaps wellknown, but Jill Munoz fills in some interesting blanks in this wellwritten, nicely illustrated account. It’s a multi-layered look at Monica.
Very interesting even on a fourth and fifth reading. Thank you!”
If you wish to subscribe please go to LWML-Canada web site and
you’ll find the information needed.
If you would like to see a copy please contact Fay Schatschneider
Information about LWML Convention will be in August newsletter.

To Terry and Karen MacKenzie
on the birth of their son
Everett Paul born June 7, 2019

Voters Meetings
September 12, 2019
November 21, 2019
January 16, 2020
April 16, 2020

King of Kings Lutheran Church
Box 25
Spruce View, Alberta T0M 1V0
Website: kingofkingslutheran.ca
Dickson: 403-728-3382
Craig: 403-728-3829
Editor: Lona Fawcett
little1person@gmail.com
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